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FEAR TARIFF AGITATION.

Manufacturers Recall Experiences When
the Wilson Bill Was Being Agitated.
The average textile manufacturer of

Philadelphia has ample causo to view with
apprehension any continuance of pro-
longed tariff agitation, with possibilities
of radical revisionof tho various schedules.
Those who wont through tho bitter ihj-nono-

of tho period from 1803 to 1897.
when the Wilson bill was being agitat--
and was actually in operation, can recall
all too vividly the hardships of that time.
Naturally tholr memories are such as
would malto them view with doep anxiety
any possibility of a repetition of such
experiences says a writer in the Textile
Manufacturer' Journal.

The textile manufacturer who is able to
I'P'-a- from his own personal experience

f the effects of that law upon business
and the mill operatives affords a most
telling witness when ono of the leading
ndustrtes of this country with its vast
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amount of invested capita! is on trial, as
it were. Thoso whose personal exper-
iences of Wilson bill timos were obtained
in aro able to speak elo-

quently on this subject. As a
unit in tho textile industry
chared fully in the effects of political
tariff tinkering and the hardships Buffered
by its and
were most severe.

Heforo
in detail the general conditions

obtaining in the textile trade at that tim
may possibly be reviewed to advantage.
In tho Htatemont made by Theodore
Justice of Justioe, Bateman .t Co.,

heforo the Ways and Means Com-

mittee, January B. 1897, the following is
pertinent: 1890 showed that
tho people working in woollen mills earned
annually about $80,000,000. The mills in
1899 were running less than half time, and
therefore there was less than $40,000,000
actually earned. will tes-

tis that the of wool in 1890

was less than half the of raw
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wool in a normal McKinley year. There-
fore, there was a decreasj of over H0,0 i- -
ouo in the wages of mill operatives, and a
decrease of $45,25O,r0 as stato before, in
the value of the wool to tho grower. That
makes $83,2S0,000 that was lost by two
classes of labor, viz., the woxl grower
and the woolen-factor- y laborer. It has
been stated that wages earned by laboring
men circulate ten times during a year
and that money earned by farmers from
proceeds of farm products circulate five
times during tho year.

"I am willing to assume that wages
earned by mill hands circulate no more
during tho yoar than those of tho farmers,
and therefore wo will multiply by live this
IS:. 250,000 loss in purchasing power by
two classes of people alone to show what
has been the loss In tho purchasing power
of the American nation from the reduction
In tho wool schedule alone. It reaches
tho enormous sum of $420,250,000. This
is juirtly the cause of the depression ex-
isting everywhere y. If you dis-

tribute this It28.250.000 among 70,000,000
nooplo it amounts to u decrease of pur-
chasing power of about J8 per capita."
In another place: 'Under the McKinley
law a woollen mill hand had steady employ.
ment and earned f 10 a week, and could buy
an nil wool suit containing no shoddy for
$10, with tho proceeds of ono week's labor.
Owing to the closing of the mills (the
result of the Wilson law), which did not
average half timo in 18011, notwithstand-
ing the advantage of free wool, he earned
only 15 a week. Tho fixed charges for
fuel and provisions for his table and rent,
which go on nights und Sundays, absorbed
all the J5 which ho has earnod, und ho has
had no money loft with which to buy
clothing, not oven shoddy clothing. And
men who mado tio all wool suits out of
53 cents scoured wool, under protection,
could not soli thorn even with 30 cents
scoured wool."

Tho Bullotin of the National Association
of Wool Manufacturers, September, 1890,

contains the following statement: "Free
wool has hud full swing for two years,
and it is not to lie denied that it has cut
a wide swath in tho industrial realignment
of the United States wider and deeper
than Mr. Wilson dreamed would be pos
sible The udvent of his political party
to powor In 1893 had found the wool manu-
facturers In a condition of prosperity under
the McKinley tariff of 1SB0 such as bad
nevor but onoe befallen it during the
civil war, when high prices and exceptional
demands made large prollts and quick
fortunes. All the machinery in the coun-
try was busy and new mills were build-
ing everywhere. The increasing competi-
tion precluded largo profits, but the de-
mand was steady, sales were easy and tho
manufacturers found no fault Tho people
cortalnlyhad no occasion to do so, for thoy
were gottlng their woollens choaper than
ever before, in greater variety and of
steadily improving quality, These two
years, in which thoy huvo had unrestrained
and imfettered access to tho wools of the
world, have been (he most disastrous
In the history of tho Amorlcan wool ma

not excepting tho collapse that
followed the close of the war of 1812, or
the panin of 1837, or the huiio of 1H57

Tho output of American mills
was reduced in a larger peroentago in
1S93 than tho imports were increased;
to such a degree. In fact, that It is wife to
say that nearly onu-lud- f of all the woollens
whieh entered into consumption in that
year wore of foreign manufacture. We

' have in Ibis country enough woollou
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machinery to manufacture all th. woollen
goods our people can consume. But wo
have nojuse for it under the present tariff.
Tho statistics are not the only evidence,
nor are they the most eloquent. For every
woollen loom stopped in America a loom
w is Ktartet-ti- p abroad.

"Wages in woollen mills are determined
, largely by the scales that prevail in other
industries; they cannot be reduced when
general reductions are not progressing.
Manufacturers are averse to a contest
over wages, In the present instance
they preferred the other alternative,
for there was no certainty that even
with lower wages thev could hold their
own. Toward the end of the year 1895,
therefore, production began to decrease,
and before tho heavyweight season was
over nearly one-ha- lf tho machinery
employed ujon men's wear was idle.
Many mills thut down entirely, others
ran alternate days, or half or two-thir-

time; still others discharged tho hulf
or mpre of their employees and, with the
advance of this summer, about 80 per
cent, of the wool machinery of the country
stood idle.

"It Is not necessary to dwell nt length
upon tho experience of the woollen mill
operative under the tariff of 1894. His
condition is always photographed in
that of thu manufacturer: if the latter
prospers, employees prosper; if hit can
gut no orders for his looms, his weavers
are idle.. Under tno McKinley tariff
wages in woollen mills reached tho'highest
poinfv measured by their purchasing
capacity, in the history of the countrv.
Morn important was the regularity wijh
which they wore earned and paid.

With tho general condition of woollen
mills and their operatives during this
period in mind, it is eusy to comprehend
the disastrous results of the period upon
the many textile mills located in Pidlu-dulphl- a,

which had made it ono or the
greatest manufacturing centres of the
world. With thes mills idlo It must needs
follow that the largo army of men and
women depending upon this industry
an their sole means of employment were
piaceu in uesperaie coimiiions oi vmu
and privation.

As early as IS93, when the tariff clouds
bL'ui to hover over the horizon, .the
city's industries began to reflect tho
uncertainty of the future. Manufacturers
found their orders fullintr on to such
on extent that they were either com
pelled to run on part time or to close
entirely. This state of affairs soon had
Its eiieci upon tno miu operatives in ivon- -

1912.

Ohio

jsington, Krnnkford and tho other textile
. mill sections of Philadelphia.

With their revenue cut off, ns well ns
the means of obtaining it, thousands
of oeratlves and their dependents were
reduced to actual want. The condition
of these members of the community
soon forced itself upon the attention
of their fellow citizens.

The North Katern Soup Society and
Helief Association was located in tho
textile district at 190 North Kront street.
In fact all the societies which were of
a permanent nature established to can-
tor the worthy poor during the winter
commenced operations before their usual
time, which (s around January 1. This
house was open 135 days, until Marcli
10, 1891, In tl.it timo 010 families, repre-
senting 1,790 adults, 2,flj2 chlldteu or
4,118 in all. received 101, no pints of soup
and 101,1122 pounds of bread. In 189.'i,
from January 0 to March 3it, they dis-
tributed 39,108 pints of soup and 20,277
pounds of br.vul to 201 families, repre-
senting 1.213 persons. In lsOtl and 1S97
2ifl families were enrolled ns receiving
aid. After the passage of thu McKinley
bill and the recurrence of activity in the
mills the demands for aid decreased In
I9U3, ten yearn subsequently, 187 families;
llioi, 132 families, and lft').", si) families,
and liwii, HI families were assisted in
this way

The activities of the Kensington Soup
Society 11N0 showed an inorcav. Opera-
tions 'commenced earlier than usual. In
three weeks in January, 1893, 172 families
dI soo members received aid, 11.2VI pints
of soup were distributed and '1,010 loaves
of bread. Opening on November 28, isn.l,
in ten days they dibpens.il 1,11 1') pints
of soup und loaves of bread to 130
families of 7x0 memheis, and from J,i:i
nary I to 18, lMH, they 3s fami-
lies of l,7ti members' distributing 17.720
pints of soup, (!,3.)3 lnivo of bread The
reeoii Is of this society show that their
activities were grea'ly increased iv
ivason of the unusual demands mad"
upon it In l!03 they usistiil in all 2 10

lalllilies of 1,2'KI members, while III IMTi
thev us.istiKl 8s families of 1,7!2 nduli
and 2,177 children. This proportion was
fairly well maintained during this period.
Opening on .lanuarv 1, 1111:1, by tm 22d
of the month only 120 with coo
members, le'iiiinsl uisiMauce. This in-

crease in activities was reflected by prac-
tically every soup society located in the
mill districts.

Many of the mmufucturers who passed
through this unhappv period am no longer
living, but thoso who nro still actively
identified with tho textile industry are
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Ravenna,
loath to recall those dark iliys of worry)
and llnancidl loss. They naturally dread
anything tho rec'urrenco
of those conditldus.as thev realize it must '

needs strike a disastrous blow to a lcidiug
industry in this coutitry.

It is a peculiar fact that there s"oms to
be little or no definite record of tho mills
failing or closing down during thoso years.
Hut fa casual glance through thu daily
papers of that day shows a fc;v of tho
numerous sKcitlo oases. Among those
noted ns closed for various lengths of time
in Phil ulelphia, or failing, were: 11.
WhitaUer .V Son, carpet yarns; Dalton .V

Son, woollen yarns; t II. Masland k S n,
carpets; Philip Doerr A Son, carpe.s; mood
llros , hosiery; John Wood A-- llro.. under-
wear: Mt. ernon Co.. worsted yarns;
Job Hatty, yarns; SevilloSchofield A Sons.
Oeehnore Manufacturing Company, and
many others, large and small.

Kven with tho partial resumption of,
work, difficulties were continually con-

fronted. The question of wages nvtdo
strikes of frequent occurrence, as various
reductions were made. These conditions
dominated by 1111 uncertainly hingins
like the sword of Damocles over the heads
of the luckless textile mu 11 llfiu-- l tl UTS,
made tho jioriod one long nightmare.
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lmprnt Iiik Sheep Miinilarils.
Many millions have been epent In re-

cent years by Hieep men In ImpruilUn
tho standard of American Fheop. Ameri-
cans hae oveicomo their early proj

ngalnst mutton eating and It ha
become ncccusnry to have 11 combina-
tion breed that will rcrve equally will
for wool production and for the market.
The old time scrawny sail looking Mexi-

can sheep that was n gient rustler on
the range and that rhcared u fair
amount of wool, but whlih won too
"stringy" fov table purposes, has tdmest
disappeared. Sheep men have Imported
millions of dollars worth of the finest
breeds from Ihiropn In order to Im-

prove their stock, one sheep "i --

lit in Oregon makes pi act Ice of brin
but In a shipment of the flm-n- t It.'

buil.s from France cv rv yiv .

The remit has been a marked iba. j
In the ih.irncler of the AmerUan sher,,
but the change has cost the sheep r.iu.i
it gtc.it deal of money.
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